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 -  LWVUS News
 -  Management Team Notes  

           IMPORTANT DATES  
    Friday, April 1, 2011
    April Fools Day 

    Monday, April 11, 2011  

    Unit Meeting: U.S. Congressional

      District 6 Redistricting

    5:30 p.m. @ Garcia’s Mexican Restaurant

    5050 S. Syracuse St. 

   Thursday, April 14, 2011

   Unit Meeting: U.S. Congressional District  6
      Redistricting 

   9:15 a.m.@ Castlewood Library

   6739 S. Uinta St. 

   Monday, April 18, 2011
   Passover Begins 

  Tuesday, April 19, 2011
   Management Team Meeting

   6:30 p.m.@ Castlewood Library 

   Friday, April 22. 2011

   Book Club Meeting

   9:30 a.m.@ Castlewood Library 

   Sunday, April 24, 2011
   Easter

  For more news: www.lwvarapahoe.org
    
	REDISTRICTING MATTERS 

It matters for a variety of reasons and is extremely important. Take this quote for example.
Members of Congress and state legislators are elected from districts: at least once per decade, the district lines are redrawn, block by block. In most states, these legislative district lines are drawn by the legislators themselves. 
The way the lines are drawn can keep a community together or split it apart, leaving it without a representative who feels responsible for its concerns. The way the lines are drawn can change who wins an election. Ultimately, the way the lines are drawn can change who controls the legislature, and which laws get passed.  Levitt, J. (2010) A Citizen’s Guide to Redistricting. 
That’s why our April unit meetings will focus on the redistricting process and what it will mean for the residents of the 6th U.S. Congressional District.  As we are to lose nearly 80,000 residents when the boundaries are redrawn, we must ask where will these people go, and who will represent them? 
The Joint Select Committee on Redistricting, created by the Colorado legislature earlier this year, has been holding public hearings across the state, soliciting public comments and reviewing the boundaries. Members say they hope to issue a preliminary report for all seven U.S. Congressional Districts by April 14. 
Come to the unit meetings for the latest update. 
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APRIL UNIT MEETINGS
Redistricting is not an easy process. Redrawing congressional boundary lines to accommodate the changes in population and growth requires considerable study and analysis. That’s why we’ll begin the April unit meetings, April 11 and 14, with a mock redistricting game to help you understand the pitfalls. We’ll follow up with an explanation of the Colorado process, why we conduct redistricting and what happens when new boundaries are drawn, and much, much more.  
While this “redistricting” process often gets much less attention in the press then it should, it is extremely important in determining which communities are represented and how vigorously they are represented in Congress. In addition to affecting large political trends, the way district lines are drawn can have specific consequences. New lines may be redrawn to leave an incumbent’s house out of the district, (yes Virginia it has happened); other lines may be redrawn to eliminate potential challengers or legislators from an opposing party. 

In 2003 Texas tried to redraw the congressional district lines after a court had already redrawn the lines a few years before. To counter this, legislators from the other party fled the state – twice – to try to stop the redrawing. In 2000 the Colorado General Assembly could not agree on the congressional district lines (including the addition of a new district as well) so the lines were eventually redrawn by the court. Then in 2004 the new majority party in the Colorado legislature attempted to redraw the districts again, but this was ruled invalid by the State Supreme Court. 

While we don’t foresee this happening this time around – the Colorado Joint Select Committee on Redistricting is a bipartisan panel of 5 Republicans and 5 Democrats – their recommendations are bound to evoke some controversy. Come to the April unit meeting, learn more and try your hand at the redistricting process. 

Watch for a multiple page fact sheet which will be emailed to you the week before the April unit meetings.  Please read the fact sheet and bring it with you to the meetings.  Meeting times and locations on page 1. 
May Preview

At this time we’re reviewing several options, including more “hot topic” subjects, a movie or two, or possible field trip. Announcements will be sent by mid April. 
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NEW LEAGUE BOOK CLUB 
We’re introducing another new activity for League members: a non-fiction book club. But there’s a difference.  It will only meet quarterly! 

The first organizational meeting will be held Friday, April 22 from 9:30–11:30 a.m. at Castlewood Library. At that time we’ll select our first non-fiction book to read and discuss in July. Bring along any suggestions you might have for a book and other ideas to create a lively and informative book discussion for our League members. Again this is another voluntary option for league members to meet and talk. Hope to see you at the Inaugural meeting!  For more information call Mary Power, m2power@comcast.net 303-346-2713.

MEMBERSHIP BRIEFINGS

Last month we did not include a bio on new member, Lois Knight. As an update, Lois is married with one daughter, a step daughter, step son and four grandchildren. She retired in 2010 from Xerox where she was a principal consultant for Xerox Global Services. 
Thanks to all for the efforts on our membership and renewal drive. To date, we have 73 members, many of whom are new.  When you see them, please say hello and thank them for their support.  
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LWVAC Annual Meeting
The League’s annual meeting will be June 4 at the Country Buffet in Lone Tree. Packets with the proposed budget, bylaw changes, reports and other items will be sent to all members about a month prior to the meeting. As the management team is currently identifying members who may wish to become part of the 2011-2012 team, (or members of a league committee), we urge you to think about how you could participate. We have found that if we all share the responsibilities and work load, it’s really quite fun. To this end, we’ll be calling you with a list of opportunities. Talk to you soon. 
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LWVCO Convention 
The State League Convention will be May 21 and 22 in Fort Collins. Based on our member count, the LWVAC is allotted four delegates. If any League member is interested in attending please call Marlu, marluburkamp@gmail.com  303-798-2939. Registration, convention meals and lodging will be paid by LWVAC.

The event will include speakers, action on the state’s proposed budget, by-law changes, the proposed state program and nominating committee report, as well as lunch, dinner, caucuses on various program items and entertainment. Please note that one of our program recommendations to state is up for adoption: “An update on natural resource extraction with a focus on fracking and its impact on water quality.” This was a popular item as it was also recommended by the Denver, Chaffee, Greeley/Weld and Boulder leagues.
Vote Centers in Arapahoe County
Nancy Doty, Arapahoe County Clerk and Recorder, has announced that Arapahoe County is moving to implement a Vote Center form of election. She cites as the primary reason the expense involved with operating 197 polling places with voting machines and election judges, and the fact that 70 percent of Arapahoe County registered voters are mail ballot voters.To this end Nancy has offered to meet with us and talk about this proposal. Several members of the management team have agreed to participate. If, however, other members are interested or have questions please let Marlu Burkamp know, marluburkamp@gmail.com. 
A public hearing on this issue is also scheduled Wednesday, April 20 from 2-4 p.m. in the County Administration Building West Hearing Room, 5334 S. Prince St. in Littleton.  

LWVCOEF Fundraising Event
The LWVCO is hosting a fund raising event at the Arvada Center on Wednesday, June 29 
at 1 p.m. They have blocked 125 tickets for the musical, Hairspray, winner of eight Tony awards, including best musical and best music and lyrics. Tickets are $45 per person. 
The event will benefit the state league’s education fund. Checks can be mailed to the League of Women Voters Education Fund, 1410 Grant St., B-204, Denver, Colorado 80203. Deadline is May 25. 

Send A Message

We have copies of the state league’s 2011 Colorado Directory of National and State Officials.

Entitled, Send A Message, the pamphlet lists the contact information (emails included) for the President, Vice President, U.S. Supreme Court justices, U.S. Senate and Congressional District officials, all Colorado officials and members of the Colorado Legislature. Invaluable information for Leaguers and other groups and organizations you may belong to. For free copies contact Marlu Burkamp, marluburkamp@gmail.com.
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New format for Newsletter Being Considered
Six or more pages of newsletter arriving in your email box each month, maybe too much to handle, so we are discussing sending you a list of topics with subject links to the web site or an another site, as an alternative. Some leagues in Colorado are trying this concept on a pilot basis and we may do that as well. We do, however, have a few items to iron out, including what to do about people who do not have email or use the web, and how to present the format in an interesting way. If you have suggestions, or comments please let us know. You know who to contact. 
LWVUS NEWS 

Public Education Study Update
“The LWVUS study on the “Role of the Federal Government in Public Education” is well underway. The target schedule is for Leagues to have materials (papers, consensus questions and a Leaders Guide for taking consensus) this May. Local leagues will have from May through November to conduct their local study and take consensus. The study committee is currently writing papers. As they are completed they will be posted on the LWVUS website. In addition, a webinar on how to conduct a national study is scheduled for April 21. Watch the Leader’s Update and the public education list for the availability of study materials. What can you do right now? Form a study committee, select a chair and put the study on your local League calendars. Also, keep reading the public education list for continuing information”*
*The 3/24 edition of the LWVUS Leader’s Update
Editors note: Whew…. This is really fast for a national study and that leaves all leagues throughout the US little time to prepare, but start we must. First, we are seeking volunteers, conversant with education issues to work (not chair unless you want to) on a study committee. The materials mentioned are readily available and the national league has created an email list for leaguers wishing to communicate with each other. Members of the study committee will be assisted by LWVAC members who have previously worked on national studies and information will be shared. Those of us on the program committee would be happy to meet with you and talk with you about this if you wish to participate. How about it? 
MANAGEMENT TEAM NOTES
At the March meeting members discussed the format for the On Target program on collective bargaining for public employees, the social activities planned this Spring, management team guidelines, the April unit meetings on redistricting and the LWVAC newsletter format. The team also met March 31 to discuss plans for the LWVAC June annual meeting and identify possible new members for the 2011-2012 management team. 
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     The League of Women of
                      Voters of Arapahoe County 
5776 S. Crocker Street

Littleton, Colorado  80120

303-730-2356

www.lwvarapahoe.org
email: lwvarapahoeinfo@gmail.com
LWVAC MANAGEMENT TEAM

Chris Angle 

 Program Point Person/Key Contact
 303-779-0814
 mcangle@comcast.net
   Barbara Dungey 

   Secretary
   720-253-6629
   barbara.b.dungey@gmail.com
 Marilyn Ayers, 
 Treasurer

 303-471-8301

 mk303@comcast.net
 Charlotte Faris 

 Membership Point Person 

 303-690-8466

 faris18603@comcast.net
 Marlu Burkamp 
 PR/Communications Point Person 

 303-798-2939

 marluburkamp@gmail.com
 Fern Black, Member At-Large                    

 303-793-0807                           

 blackwatch5@hotmail.com      

Julie Beekhuizen, Member At-Large                    

303-738-0926                           
jbeekhui@aol.com  
Deb Armbruster, Member at-Large
303-770-5505
darmbr@aol.com 
             
	Mission
The League of Women Voters, a  nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Join Us 
Join the League to help make your community a strong safe and vibrant place to live. Help shape the important issues that affect you and your family. 

Memberships are $60 per individual; $85 for households and $25 for students. For more information call  Charlotte Faris, 303-690-8466

faris18603@comcast.net
League Links
League of Women Voters/Colorado

1410 Grant, B-204

Denver, Colorado 80203

303-863-0437 or 1-800-863-8683

info@lwvcolorado.org
www.lwvcolorado.org
League of Women Voters/US
1730 M Street NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20036-4508

202-429-1965

lwv@lwv.org
www.lwv.org



