           
The League of Women Voters of Arapahoe County
The Voter
JANUARY 2011                                                                                        Membership 70              
	 IN THIS ISSUE
      -  January Unit Meetings
       -   February Preview

       -   Membership Briefings
       -   News & Announcements
       -   Board Notes 

IMPORTANT DATES
         Saturday, January 1, 2011   
         New Year’s Day 
         Monday, January 12, 2011

         Unit Meeting: Program Planning

         5:30 p.m. @ Garcia’s Mexican Restaurant
         5050 S. Syracuse

         Denver Tech Center

         Thursday, January 13, 2011

          Unit Meeting: Program Planning

          9:15 a.m. @ Castlewood Public Library

          6739 S. Uinta St.
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.
HAPPY NEW YEAR
Hope everyone enjoyed the holidays and a well deserved rest from the hectic months of candidates, candidate campaigns and election returns.
While many of us enjoyed some League related R & R, the work continued. The Program Committee met and developed information for our January Program planning meetings, and is busy lining up speakers and materials for our two February public meetings on immigration. 

The Membership Committee is still working on membership renewals and promoting League activities to prospective members. Thanks to their efforts, we have several new members and membership  renewals are very encouraging. See Page 3 for details.

As we did not publish a newsletter in December, this issue is overloaded with information so read it at your leisure. A program planning primer will also be sent later this month in time for the unit meetings so watch your email or mail box. And last, but never least, don’t forget to register for the annual League of Women Voters of Colorado Legislative Day, Monday, January 31 at the State Capitol. A revised  registration attachment accompanies this newsletter. 
Marlu Burkamp

Editor
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JANUARY UNIT MEETINGS 
Each year Leagues throughout the U.S. review their program positions to determine if they need updating, revising or consolidating. This process is designed to help League determine whether the positions are still valid, address current issues or need an update.LIt is also time for members to suggest new studies for potential action and/or education. Local positions are reviewed every year. The state positions are reviewed in odd numbered years; the national positions in even numbered years. This January LWVAC members will review the state and local positions. 

As League is a grassroots organization, League members are always asked to recommend and select issues for study. These recommendations are reviewed by the League Board of Directors and they decide whether they meet the criteria for a member vote at the May or June annual meeting or convention. Program planning happens every year so this is your chance to express your ideas and suggestions as to what our LWVAC and the Colorado League should study. It’s time to hear your suggestions and opinions. 

Note: Members often confuse the term “programs” with “program positions.” Programs are topics presented to members at unit monthly meetings and to the public and members at the various we schedule public meetings to impart information. The November unit meetings on the Colorado Education Reform Act and the upcoming February public meetings on immigration are League programs. We produce and arrange them for our members and the public. Programs can also be governmental issues the local, state and national leagues ask members to study to determine how members feel about the subject and what position, if any, the League should adopt.  (More about national studies on page 6).
Program positions are the statements developed by League after members have studied an issue and reached a consensus re support or opposition.  Positions often contain specific suggestions, and can be updated or changed to meet the needs of new laws, legislative changes, etc. Example: A state program position on apportionment says in brief: “Support of an independent commission to reapportion the Colorado state legislature. Support of apportionment of both houses of the state legislature and Colorado U.S. Congressional districts based on specific criteria.” The actual position, on page 4 of the LWVCO Program Position Book, lists suggested criteria and the history of how League reached this position. It also notes how the position has changed over the years since it was first adopted in the 50’s.  

These program positions are the basis for League action. The action may range from educational activities in the community to legislative lobbying. When you receive a “Call to Action” from the national league to ask your U.S. legislators to support or oppose a legislative bill, that “call” is based on a league program position that was studied and agreed to by League members. This is true for local and state leagues as well. 
Whew! Hope this lengthy information helps. If not, call Marlu, 303-798-2939, marluburkamp@gmail.com with questions. More information will be sent to you before the January 10th and 13th unit meetings. The unit meeting schedule is on the front page.
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MEMBERSHIP BRIEFINGS
To All the League members who renewed, we extend our heartfelt THANKS. Thanks to all of you, our renewal rate is 94% and climbing. To those who have yet to renew we urge you to send in your renewal before January 31, 2011.  That’s the date we must verify our membership count with the national league and it would be great if we could raise the count even higher. 

Send your check ($60 individual; $85 for 2 or more in a household) to Charlotte Faris, Membership Chairman, 5358 Ukraine Way, Aurora, CO  80015. 
Just as exciting is the New member count. Three cheers to LWVUS national members Rebecca Benes, and Albert and Rebecca Woehrle, who responded to our invite to join the LWVAC. Three more cheers to new members, Nancy Jackson, who will represent District 4 on the Arapahoe County Board of County Commissioners, and to Peggy LaPlante, a major player in shaping educational policies and activities for Littleton, Englewood and other school districts in Colorado. The cheering continues for new members Anne Reck, a retired media specialist for Maryland public schools, who now volunteers at several Littleton elementary school libraries; Diane Wachter, who is into Zumba fitness, volunteering at Parker Task Force, and helping 1st graders at Rolling Hills Elementary School; Claire Schram, a technical writer, who is also involved in many political activities, and Pearl Peters, a former Denver Leaguer, who has now joined our league. 
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Also mentioned in the November newsletter were new members, Sandee Quick and Donna Galassi. To this end we’re still recruiting. If you know someone who would like to know more about League or is interested in joining, let Charlotte know. And thanks to the committee for all their recruiting efforts. 

Best wishes are also extended to Edee Worth, whose husband is ill.
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
LWVAC Holiday Party

Many thanks to Julie Beekhuizen for hosting the LWVAC Holiday Party, December 7th and the white elephant gift exchange. While I came home with the same gift item I had brought, it was great fun. (Unfortunately for me, there were some very discerning members at that party). And thanks to all who came and brought such delicious goodies. 
LWVCO Day at the Legislature
The annual day at the legislature presented by the state league will be Monday, January 31 in the Old Supreme Court Chambers at the State Capital. Registration is at 8:30 a.m., followed by a preview of the 2011 legislative session from 9 a.m. – noon.  Lunch, a talk by the League lobbyist, and breakout sessions will run from 12:15 p.m. through 2 p.m. at the Central Presbyterian Church, 1600 Sherman (2 blocks north of the Capitol). Registration fee is $25; registration: deadline Friday, January 21, 2011. This day is always very interesting and we usually hear from a variety of speakers and policy officials.  

Unfortunately I cannot attach the “official” registration page and lunch menu to this newsletter as it is in a different format but a Word format is included in a separate attachment. You can also access a registration form at  www.lwvcolorado.org. Scroll down to the members section on the left side of the home page and click on “news.” 
2011 United Nations Seminar 
Again, more details to follow, but the annual United National Seminar will be held February 26, 2011, at the Denver Center for International Studies. The keynote speaker will be A. Edward Elmendorf, Executive Director of the United Nations Association of the United States of America.  The theme will be “United Nations Millennium Development Goal #1, Eradicating Poverty, Can We Do It? 
Registration fee, including lunch and materials, is $40 per individual; students $5, and teachers who bring three or more students, free. The state league is one of the co-sponsors.  For detailed information call Joan Gendreau, 303-756-0842.
Health Care for All Colorado 
This organization is sponsoring a workshop, January 8 & 9, 2011 for individuals from 
organizations throughout the metro area to revitalize the coalition created to educate and advocate for single payer health care in Colorado. Information www.healthcareforallcolorado.org
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Great Decisions

This discussion program, developed by the Foreign Policy Association, is one of LWVAC’s sponsored programs during February and March. Individuals interested in participating should contact Julie Beekhuizen, 303-738-0926, jbeekhui@aol.com  for information about obtaining a discussion book and the program. It meets each Friday for eight consecutive weeks during February and March from 9:30 -11:30 a.m. at Castlewood Library. Topics include Rebuilding Haiti, National Security, Horn of Africa, Financial Crisis, Germany Ascendant, Nonproliferation, Crisis in the Causasus, and Global Governance. Note to new members: this is really a fun and interesting way to learn and talk with others about international topics. Specific information will be forthcoming in the February newsletter.  
LWVCO Legislative Letter
Did you know the LWVCO has a lobbyist? When the State Legislature meets and begins proposing their list of bills, the state lobbyist, in tandem with volunteers leaguers from the metro area, begin the process of identifying the proposed legislation and noting their progress to determine what to support or oppose in accordance with our established program positions. LWVCO lobbyists also inform our elected officials about League viewpoints and publishes a Legislative newsletter, which provides a League analysis and lets you know where the proposed bills are in the process. 

You can receive these updates via email or regular mail by subscribing to the letter. Cost is $20. Send a check or credit card information to LWVCO, 1410 Grant Street, Suite B204, Denver, CO

80203-1855. Information: 303-863-0437.  
Colorado Business Women Legislative Conference

Here’s two more conferences that might interest you. 
This one comes two days before our Legislative Conference, but might be a good substitute for those who cannot attend ours. Date is Saturday, January 29, 8 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at Loews Hotel, 4150 E. Mississippi Ave., Denver and features Andrew Romanoff, Senior Advisor, International Development Enterprises and former Colorado Speaker of the House; Cary Kennedy, former state treasurer, Jandel Allen-Davis, MD, Vice President of Government and External Relations, Kaiser Permanente, and Amy Blackwell, MA, AAUW State Public Policy Co-Director. Call Christie Doherty for registration fees and details, 303-437-3449

Colorado Center for Law & Policy (Colorado Fiscal Policy Institute)

This is their annual Budget Works Conference which presents an informative look at our state’s budget landscape and ways the budget may be structured to provide better services for all Coloradans. The agenda topics will include an overview of where we are today, inspirations from other states, digging down and out, and what the future holds and where do we go from here.  It is at the Warwick Hotel Denver, 1776 Grant St. on the 2nd floor. Registration fee is $35, but scholarships are available. Contact Kathy White, 303-573-5669, ext. 303.
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LWVUS NEWS
Here’s an article about studies at the LWVUS League level, that may provide additional information about League’s program planning process, and what’s in store for us this year and next. Courtesy of the Montrose League of Women Voters. 

Last year Leagues across the country looked at national positions to determine if any should be updated or new studies proposed. Suggestions went to the National Board of Directors who then made recommendations to the LWVUS National Convention delegates in June. Two new studies emerged as per the delegate vote. 
One study is already on the horizon: the place of the federal government in public education. The study will focus on the federal role in pre-K through grade 12 public education and will be limited to issues of equity, funding and standards/assessment. A national level committee has been appointed and includes Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins, a Colorado resident and past president of the LWVUS. 

 This committee will produce background study materials to be posted on the LWVUS website and sent to Leagues beginning this spring. 

Another group being formulated is the LWVUS Privatization Study Committee. In accordance with direction from Convention delegates, the LWVUS will undertake a study of “Privatization: the policy agenda to transfer government functions, services and assets to the private sector.”  

This study will focus on the impact of privatizing government services on local communities. 

Committee members will be responsible for developing study materials and consensus questions and reviewing/tabulating responses submitted by participating Leagues. Based on the submitted responses, the Committee will recommend position language to the national Board.
While the deadline for submitting a request to be on either national committee has passed, you can certainly volunteer to head either process for the Arapahoe County League. While the US League does present some materials, it is standard process for local Leagues to gather additional information to help members understand all facets, pro and con. Contact Marlu, 303-798-2939, marluburkamp@gmail.com. and she will relay your name to the appropriate people. 
BOARD NOTES
Management Team members at the November meeting reviewed the voter service activities conducted September through November; set the holiday party format and approved changes in the program schedule.  The Management Team did not meet in December. The  next meeting will be Tuesday, January 18, 6:30 p.m. at the Castlewood Public Library.
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     The League of Women Voters of
                           Arapahoe County 
5776 S. Crocker Street

Littleton, Colorado  80120

303-730-2356

www.lwvarapahoe.org
email: lwvarapahoeinfo@gmail.com
LWVAC MANAGEMENT TEAM
Chris Angle 
 Program Point Person/Key Contact
 303-779-0814
 mcangle@comcast.net
   Barbara Dungey 
   Secretary
   720-253-6629
   barbara.b.dungey@gmail.com
 Marilyn Ayers, 
 Treasurer

 303-471-8301
 mk303@comcast.net
 Charlotte Faris 
 Membership Point Person 

 303-690-8466

 faris18603@comcast.net
 Marlu Burkamp 
 PR/Communications Point Person 
 303-798-2939
 marluburkamp@gmail.com
 Fern Black, Member At-Large                    

 303-793-0807                           

 blackwatch5@hotmail.com      

Julie Beekhuizen, Member At-Large                    

303-738-0926                           
jbeekhui@aol.com  
Deb Armbruster, Member at-Large
303-770-5505
darmbr@aol.com 
               


LEAGUE LINKS 
League of Women Voters, Colorado
 1410 Grant, B-204

 Denver, Colorado  80203
 303-863-0437

 info@lwvcolorado.org
 www.lwvcolorado.org
League of Women Voters, US
1730 M Street NW, Suite 1000

Washington, DC  20036-4508

202-429-1965

lwv@lwv.org
www.lwv.org
OUR MISSION 

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. 
JOIN US

Join the League of Women Voters to help make your community a strong, safe and vibrant place to live. Help shape the important issues that affect you and your family.
Memberships are $60 per individual; $85 for households and $25 for students. Men welcome. Information: 303-730-2356 or

lwvarapahoeinfo@gmail.com












FEBRUARY PREVIEW





Two exciting programs are on tap for League members and the public during February. The first 


Session will be Thursday night, February 24 at Koelbel Library featuring speakers briefing us on 


1) the history of U.S. immigration, the current regulatory structure and challenges, and the reform landscape; 2) The history of immigration in Colorado, and the current and proposed Colorado state 


laws, and 3) A look at laws passed in Arizona and elsewhere in our country in response to concerns


 about “illegal” immigration. 





Then on March 2 (ok, it’s not in February, but it is part of our February program) at Koelbel, we will 


sponsor a debate on whether Colorado would be well served by an Arizona style immigration law 


with speakers advocating for and against. Both programs are co-sponsored by the Arapahoe Library 


District. 





While this subject was originally planned for March, we pushed the program up a month, as we 


heard that some Colorado legislators are planning to propose a similar Arizona type law for 


Colorado.  Whatever happens, however, the programs will be extremely interesting and informative 


so mark the dates on your calendar now!  More details to follow. 

















