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        IMPORTANT DATES  
   Thursday, March 10, 2011   

   Unit Meeting: Hunger 
   9:15 a.m. @ Castlewood Library 

   6739 S. Uinta St. 
   Sunday, March 13, 2011

   Daylights Savings Time begins 

   Monday, March 14, 2011

   Unit Meeting: Hunger

   5:30 p.m. @ Garcia’s Mexican Restaurant

   5050 S. Syracuse 

  Tuesday, March 15, 2011

  Management Team Meeting
  Sunday, March 20, 2011

  First day of Spring
  Thursday, March 24, 2011
   Lunch Bunch 

   11:30 a.m. @ The Dusty Boot Restaurant

   Shopping Center: corner of Holly & Orchard 

  Tuesday, March 29, 2011
   New Program: On Target

   Pros & Cons of Collective Bargaining

      For Public employees 
   6:30 p.m. @ Koelbel Library 

   5955 S. Holly St., Centennial 
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	News to ponder…
Did you know your involvement in League will increase your chances of keeping Alzheimer’s at bay? 
Okay, so there’s no scientific evidence about League membership specifically, but according to Dr. Oz, older adults who have a strong sense of purpose in their lives were significantly less likely to develop Alzheimer’s disease or cognitive impairment over the long haul. This is also true for middle-age adults as well. 

The moral: Develop your sense of purpose by becoming involved in League activities and programs. There’s a myriad of items and events to choose from and plenty of opportunities for your special interests and expertise. Call any of us listed on the last page of the newsletter or in the program announcements and tell us your sense of purpose. We’ll match it with a League activity and a toast to your good health. 

In other news, we’re conducting a pilot project to determine whether a new program will resonate with League members. Entitled On Target, the program will feature the hot topics of today in an informal discussion format, similar to the Great Decisions series we currently sponsor for members and the public. Our first effort will be Tuesday, March 29, just for League members, their friends and families. The topic: Pros and Cons of Collective Bargaining for Public Employees. See details on Page 4. Also note that another Lunch Bunch is schedule for March 24.
Finally, information about the legislative proposal to offer in-state tuition to undocumented students and its status is attached in a separate document. 
Happy Spring!
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MARCH UNIT MEETINGS
The March unit meetings will focus on "Hunger in Arapahoe and Douglas County."  Professionals from Hunger Free Colorado (HFC) will present a close look at the faces of hunger in the two counties, including those ranging from our youngest citizens to our seniors.The speakers will talk about current programs designed to serve this need, what populations are still underserved, what the impact is on our lives and what still remains to be done. 

Presenters will also include Kathy Underhill, Executive Director, and Katherine Moos, Program Manager, from the Campaign to end Childhood Hunger. As evidenced by the economic downturn the last few years, this problem is not going away and may be greater then ever. Learn more.

                                                           UNIT MEETINGS 

          Thursday, March 10, 2011                                     Monday, March 14, 2011

          9:15 a.m. @ Castlewood Library                           5:30 p.m. dinner meeting

          6739 S. Uinta St.                                                     Garcia’s Mexican Restaurant

          Corner of Arapahoe & S. Uinta                             5050 S. Syracuse St.,

                                                                                           Denver Tech Center

As usual, everyone is invited to "partake" of coffee and conversation after the Castlewood meeting at the Corner Bakery across the street from Castlewood, and/or a drink or coffee in Garcia's restaurant after the Monday evening meeting.
.


Lunch Bunch 
The March lunch bunch will be held Thursday, March 24 at 11:30 a.m. at the Dusty Boot Restaurant in the shopping center on the southeast corner of Orchard and Holly across from Koelbel Library. You are invited to attend, order lunch and talk informally with other members. You may also wish to bring a current topic you would like the group to discuss or just go with the flow. Again, this is a voluntary event, just for fun. 
Mary Power, Chair
303-346-2713
m2power@comcast.net
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APRIL PREVIEW

Your Congressional District 6 is going to lose 79,000 residents in this year’s legislative redistricting process! Sad but true as the district lines need to be redrawn to represent the shifts in population around the state. The main guide/principle is population. The districts must be equal in population with no more than a five percent deviation. The eventual size is based on population numbers as reported by the 2010 Census. To this end, some Districts will lose, some will gain, but the loss to our District is the largest in the state. 
Redistricting is a legislative process initiated every 10 years after the census to ensure each congressional District has roughly the same number of people. How this process will work, who’s involved, what it will mean to voters, and a summary of the work done so far will be the topic of our April Unit meetings, Monday, April 11 and Thursday, April 14. As redistricting is already generating headlines in the media, it will be a lively discussion. Please plan to attend.  

District 6 contains the south ring suburbs of Denver, including Littleton, Highlands Ranch, Parker and Castle Rock. A majority of the population is located in two counties: Arapahoe and Douglas. The rest is Elbert County and parts of Jefferson County and a small portion of Park County. Red Rocks is in this district. Until now, the district has been static, with the last three elections having a 60/40 split for the Republican Candidate. Former Secretary of State Mike Coffman, is the representative for District 6.  
MEMBERSHIP BRIEFINGS 
A warm welcome to our two newest members: Rhonda Fields and Lois Knight. Rhonda, an Aurora resident, represents House District 42 in the Colorado Legislature. She was initially appointed to replace Rep. Karen Middleton, who moved from the district, and then successfully ran and won the position in 2010. Lois joined our Great Decisions program and lives in Centennial. 
We are sad to announce that long time member, Lyn Barton, has died. Lyn, along with current LWVAC members Donna Willis and Jan Carlberg, were part of an active league group that worked tirelessly on League programs and activities in the 1970’s through the 90’s.Through their involvement and love of League, they formed lifetime friendships–something League is often noted for and, as one said, “lived and breathed League.” Lyn also loved presenting ballot issue explanations and was a favorite presenter for many local area groups and organizations. To this end her family listed our league as one of three options for a memorial contribution. As a fitting send off, the music at her funeral featured tunes performed by the Queen City Jazz Band!
We also extend best wishes to Charlotte Faris, who is recovering from knee replacement surgery.
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ON TARGET 

Overwhelmed by all the fast breaking new events? So are we!
While League is usually known for being in the know, the events happening on the international, U.S. and local news scene is changing so fast, we’re frustrated. How can we stay on top of everything, present interesting topics for members, and maintain some sort of continuity via our regularly scheduled programs, yet be flexible enough to cover some of today’s HOT TOPICS?  
In less time then it took to write that last convoluted sentence, we advanced a solution. 

Develop a pilot program that provides speakers discussing the “hot” issues of the day just for League members, their friends and families. Discussion would be informal - more like a Great Decisions meeting or a “Meet the Press” format. Speakers will talk briefly about the designated topic, and then interact with the audience through questions and comments. Topics can include international, national, state and local issues, but they will address items that are relevant at the time and could change as other developments occur. Seating will be informal and we plan to serve refreshments. 
The program will be called On Target and the announcement flyers will be labeled as such with the appropriate symbol.  At this point, we’re not sure whether we have the volunteers or resources to conduct this type of program on a monthly basis or quarterly basis, but will evaluate the process after the first program. Please note this program will be in addition to the monthly unit meetings. It will not replace them. 
Thus far, we’re still lining up speakers and refreshment ideas but we’re going ahead. The first program will be Tuesday, March 29 at 6:30 p.m. at Koelbel Library. The topic:The Pros and Cons of Collective Bargaining for Public Employees. A flyer with more details will be sent later this month. 
We still need additional discussion from members regarding different venues and/or times to ensure the programs are presented on a more timely basis, so if you’re interested in working on this concept or have suggestions please contact us. Ideas are always welcome.  
LWVAC Program Committee Members
Chris Angle,   mcangle@comcast.net
Deb Armbruster,   darmbr@aol.com
Marlu Burkamp,   marluburkamp@gmail.com 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
LWVAC’s New Web Site

Check out our new web site at www.lwvarapahoe.org. Julie Beekhuizen has been working on it and it is looking better each day. In addition to the news and calendar activities, the site now contains the 2011 LWVAC newsletters. 
District 6 Redistricting Public Forum

After researching several web sites, I found that the public forum on redistricting for District 6 residents is Monday, March 14 from 6–9 pm. at the Douglas County Fairgrounds & Events Center, 500 Fairground Drive, Castle Rock, Colorado. The public is invited to attend and voice their comments.
LWVAC Immigration Program
Over 80 people attended the League’s Immigration Program at Koelbel Library, February 24. 

Speakers gave a history of the immigration laws and the challenges it faces today, and shared  their personal views on how the system could be improved. Thanks to Mary Power, Anne Reck, Barbara Dungey, Marilyn and Keith Ayers, Fern Black and Fay Plummer for staffing tables and taking audience questions. Special thanks to Chris Angle and Deb Armbruster for arranging the program, moderating the event and facilitating the audience question and answer period. 

LWVCO Convention 
The League State Convention will be Saturday, May 21–Sunday, May 22 at the Hilton Fort Collins Hotel, in Fort Collins, Colorado. The theme is Sustainability, the recently adopted Principle of the LWVCO. Delegates will be asked to adopt a proposed state program and set priorities for action. A “Final Call” informational packet will be sent to all Local Leagues by mid-March. 
This year the Larimer County League is hosting the convention and promises their entertainment will rival the show usually presented at the LWVUS convention in Washington. Delegates will include local League Presidents or designated alternates, league members, and LWVCO Board of Directors. The number of delegates from each local league is based on the count of members as of January 31, 2011 and will be included in the information packet.  Registration fees and room rates will be paid by LWVAC. If you are interested in attending, contact Chris Angle, 303-779-0814, mcangle@comcast.net.
LWVCO Legislative Newsletter

For news from the state League’s Legislative Action Committee and our staff lobbyist, Chris Watson, check the state’s Legislative Newsletter on the LWVCO web site, www.lwvcolorado.org. It contains the bills League is following and their status. A great resource and information source. 
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LWVCO’s Executive Director is Retiring
Sandy Eid, LWVCO’s Executive Director for six years, is retiring March 31. She will be replaced by Julie Leonard, a member of the LWV Boulder County. Three cheers to Sandy’s helpful and experienced advice and her always cheerful responses, even after a day of unrelenting phone calls and email complaints. 
LWVCO Legislative Conference

Twelve LWVAC members braved a bitter cold and snowy morning, January 31 to attend the state’s annual Legislative Conference at the state capital. Speakers included Senate President Brandon Shaffer (D) and Speaker of the House, Frank McNulty (R); Scott Gessler, newly elected Secretary of State; Carol Hildebrand, Denver Immigration Attorney; Representatives Dickey Lee Hullinghorst (D) Boulder, and Mark Waller (R) Colorado Springs, and Representatives David Balmer (R) Arapahoe and Rollie Heath (D) Boulder. Balmer and Heath are co-chairing the Joint Select Committee on Redistricting and hope to have a bill to redistrict the U.S. Congressional districts by April 14. For more information on this conference see the write up by Alice Ramsey in the February issue of the Colorado LWV newsletter. 
LWVUS NEWS 
LWVUS Privatization of Government services Study Committee

Committee members, who have been selected to work on this national league study, include members from California, Tennessee, Virginia, Ohio, Washington and South Carolina. Janis McMillen, LWVUS Board members, is the chair. The study scope is expected to be finalized by June 2011. 

LWVUS Legislative Priorities for 2011 

Clean air Defense, Health Care Defense, Money in Elections (campaign finance reform) and Voter Registration and Election Administration will be the major legislative items the LWVUS will focus on this year. These priorities were based on what issues are likely to come before the 112th Congress; the opportunities to make an impact; program decisions made at the 2010 Convention; and member interest and available resources. 

The Legislative Watch List will include Climate Change, Ethics, Immigration and Safe Drilling and Mining (hydrofracking). The watch list means that if an opportunity arises and does not interfere with action on an advocacy priority, the LWVUS may take action if it appears we can make an impact.

MANAGEMENT TEAM NOTES
Team members discussed the February local program planning meeting – due to the weather only five attended and did not recommend any updates or new studies. Members also reviewed the March and April unit meeting program plans and discussed a summary of the League’s social activities for the year. Marlu also volunteered to  write up procedures and time lines for submitting the agenda, minutes and treasurer’s report for management team meetings.  
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     The League of Women of
                      Voters of Arapahoe County 
5776 S. Crocker Street

Littleton, Colorado  80120

303-730-2356

www.lwvarapahoe.org
email: lwvarapahoeinfo@gmail.com
LWVAC MANAGEMENT TEAM

Chris Angle 

 Program Point Person/Key Contact
 303-779-0814
 mcangle@comcast.net
   Barbara Dungey 

   Secretary
   720-253-6629
   barbara.b.dungey@gmail.com
 Marilyn Ayers, 
 Treasurer

 303-471-8301

 mk303@comcast.net
 Charlotte Faris 

 Membership Point Person 

 303-690-8466

 faris18603@comcast.net
 Marlu Burkamp 
 PR/Communications Point Person 

 303-798-2939

 marluburkamp@gmail.com
 Fern Black, Member At-Large                    

 303-793-0807                           

 blackwatch5@hotmail.com      

Julie Beekhuizen, Member At-Large                    

303-738-0926                           
jbeekhui@aol.com  
Deb Armbruster, Member at-Large
303-770-5505
darmbr@aol.com 
             
	Mission
The League of Women Voters, a  nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Join Us 
Join the League to help make your community a strong safe and vibrant place to live. Help shape the important issues that affect you and your family. 

Memberships are $60 per individual; $85 for households and $25 for students. For more information call  Charlotte Faris, 303-690-8466

faris18603@comcast.net
League Links
League of Women Voters/Colorado

1410 Grant, B-204

Denver, Colorado 80203

303-863-0437 or 1-800-863-8683

info@lwvcolorado.org
www.lwvcolorado.org
League of Women Voters/US
1730 M Street NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20036-4508

202-429-1965

lwv@lwv.org
www.lwv.org












