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· December Holiday Party

· Membership Briefings

· News & Announcements

· LWVUS News
· Management Team Notes  
	
	November Notes

	
	
	I’m trying a new newsletter format. This template was developed for me at my request and I’m trying to work within the demands of a table format. Sorta like trying to teach an old dog new tricks, but here goes.

With the last two months behind us, we are easing into a more manageable schedule. We have a public forum on fracking set for November 2, an all member meeting scheduled for November 17th and  a holiday party, December 5th.  Details on pages 2.
We’re also in the midst of our membership renewal drive and the first responses look good. If you haven’t renewed yet, please do. We count on you to help fund our many voter service and other League related activities.  



	

	IMPORTANT DATES

	Tuesday, November 1, 2011
Election Day 

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Public Forum on Fracking

6:30 p.m. @ Koelbel Library

5955 S. Holly St.,Centennial

November 11, 2011

Veterans Day
	Monday, November 14, 2011

LWVAC Management Team Mtg.

6:30 p.m. @ Deb Armbruster’s

7719 S. Glencoe Way, Centennial 
Thursday, November 17, 2011

LWVAC General Meeting & Social

Final Education Study consensus

6:45 p.m. @ Koelbel Library

5955 S. Holly St.,Centennial
	Thursday, November 24, 2011

Thanksgiving 

Monday, December 5, 2011

LWVAC Holiday Party

6-9 p.m.@ Julie Beekhuizen’s 

1834 W. Cape Cod Way
Littleton 


	

	Questions to Ponder…
· What do you think the current role of the federal government in public education is currently?

· What should be the role of the federal government in public education?

· Do you think a quality public education is important to perpetuate a strong and viable democracy?




UPCOMING MEETINGS
	ALL  MEMBER SOCIAL & 
FINAL EDUCATION CONSENSUS 
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	After two very informative and rewarding meetings on the Role of the Federal Government in Public Education, many of us feel like we’ve just finished a college course. 
The issues are complicated, the syllabus lengthy and the questions multifaceted. No one can deny, however, that we learned a lot. 
On Thursday, November 17, we will finish the study by discussing the final three questions and celebrate time well spent by enjoying wine, beverages and chocolate goodies. 

The questions, as listed on page 1, may seem a bit obvious since we’ve been discussing the various educational issues for two months, but we waited to ask you the three “Major” questions until you learned what the feds do now and how their current policies and funding efforts have affected the current educational process.   

Besides the thought of chocolate goodies and an all-member social was just too tempting to pass up. Please come.
LWVAC All Member Meeting

Thursday, November 17, 2011

6:45 p.m.

Koelbel Public Library

5955 S. Holly
Centennial, Colorado
	
	

	
	
	LWVAC HOLIDAY PARTY

	
	
	Mark Monday, December 5th on your calendars and plan to attend the LWVAC annual Holiday Party at Julie’s Beekhuizen’s house. Beverages and deserts will be provided, but we ask that you bring a “heavy” appetizer to share. The evening will include a “getting to know you” activity and lots of great conversation.

Monday, December  5, 2011, 6-9 p.m., 1834 W. Cape Cod Way, Littleton 



	
	
	PUBLIC FORUM ON FRACKING

	
	
	Just a reminder: Fracking, or hydraulic fracturing, appears to be the most talked about issue in town.  Plan to attend this event and find out what fracking is, how it is used, and why it has become such a controversial issue.  
Wednesday, November 2, 2011 at 6:30 p.m., Koelbel Public Library, 5955 S. Holly St., Centennial.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Psst: As a preview to the January unit meetings, we’ll talk about program planning for national and local issues AND we’ll also conduct an informative session about our LWVAC web site. Julie Beekhuizen will demonstrate the various aspects of the site and solicit your comments and suggestions. Check it out

www.lwvarapahoe.org 


MEMBERSHIP BRIEFINGS

	

	 Welcome to new member Karyl Storey. Karyl saw our ongoing announcement in the YourHub newspaper and called to inquire about our October meetings. She also attended our lunch bunch, October 21st. Karyl runs her own business, Wealth Concepts, LLC, and is a Financial Services Professional. 

Membership Renewals

Thank you, thank you, thank you to those members who have sent in their membership renewals. We appreciate your support and your willingness to help LWVAC continue its efforts to inform your community about local, state and national issues.  Of the $60 membership fee, about $13 stays with us. The rest goes to the national and state leagues. That leaves us with very little for operations, voter service programs and our advocacy and informational efforts. 
As next year is a presidential election year, we know we will be asked to provide numerous voter service efforts including a large voter registration program, ballot speaks, candidate profiles, election information online and in print, candidate forums , and informational programs on specific ballot issues and candidate issues.  This takes time and money. 
I also want to clear up some confusion we caused by making our membership drive so general. If you received a letter in the mail, your membership is due. If not, don’t worry. We have members joining at various times during the year and try to calculate their dues on different schedules.    

We also wish to thank members who have sent an additional contribution with their renewals. They include Monique Hea, Ellen Belef, Fern Black, Gerry Cummins, Vicki Harimon, Alice Ramsey, Donna Willis, Stevia Williams, and Albert and Rebecca Woehrle. [image: image3.png]





	Make check payable to LWV Arapahoe County  and mail to:
Charlotte Faris, 5358 S. Ukraine Way, Aurora, CO 80015
The League of Women Voters of Arapahoe County 2011-2012 Membership Renewal Form
Name 










Date

Address

Phone 





Email










Single Membership


$60










Household Membership

$85










Student Membership

$25









Donation to Arapahoe League
$










Total




$



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

	LWVAC RECEIVES $1,500 

GRANT FROM LWVCO
	
	A ROUND OF APPLAUSE FOR THE LWVAC EDUCATION COMMITTEE

	Earlier this year, the LWVAC Management Team submitted a grant request to the state league for $1,500 to provide speaker training to LWVAC volunteers willing to provide ballot explanations in 2012. We realized that not all of us are accomplished speakers, especially when it comes to explaining the complicated ballot issues, and hope that additional training would encourage more league members to become part of the voter services speaker bureau. 

The grant was approved and our first reporting date is December 31, 2011. 

To this end, the management team will be discussing this issue at its November 14 meeting and will keep you informed on current developments. We’re really excited about this and look forward to working with you on this program. 

The grant process is part of a $25,000 project fund to provide money to those local leagues unable to fund such projects. It is designed to serve the LWVCO program, education and outreach goals and was made possible through a large bequest given to the state from a former Boulder League member. Thus far, La Plata, Montrose, Montezuma, Boulder, Jefferson County, Estes Park and Arapahoe have received grants up to $1,500 each. 


	
	As we come to the final phase of our education study please give a round of applause to Chris Angle, Program Chair, and members Lois Knight, Barbara Schulmister, Anne Reck, Sandee Quick, Marcia Stevens and Fern Black.  They toiled mightily throughout the summer to ready the information you received this fall.  



	
	
	GREAT DECISIONS PROGRAM 

	
	
	Consider this the first call for members interested in participating in the Great Decisions program next year.  Sponsored by the LWVAC, Great Decisions is a serious of discussions produced by the Foreign Policy Association, a nonprofit, nonpartisan education arm of the World Affairs Councils of America. The series consists of eight meetings on selected topics every Friday morning during February and March at a local library. Briefing books, containing information about each topic are available for a fee, usually about $20- $22 each. 

We invite you to participate in the program, learn about the topics and engage in lively discussions.  Topics for 2010 include
· Middle East Realignment, 

· Promoting Democracy, 

· Mexico, 

· Cybersecurity, 

· Exit from Afghanistan & Iraq, 

· State of the Oceans, 

· Indonesia 

· Energy geopolitics. 

For more information please contact Monique Hea, heamph@hotmail.com , 303-220-9273.  She’s ordering books now.


 LWVUS NOTES

	LWVUS PRIVATIZATION STUDY

	Do you believe the services now provided by the federal government should be privatized?  Many prisons, immigrant detention centers, law enforcement agencies and public libraries, to name a few, are. 
Local governments facing harsh financial times are also turning to private agencies to provide costly municipal services.  Our government contracts with private firms to help troops in Afghanistan and Iraq. Other governmental agencies engage in a public/private arrangement to cut costs. Will this erode the current policy of providing equal services to all citizens?  Will our basic fire, police and safety services be available only to those who pay a fee?  Or, can we strike a balance that will benefit both government and its citizens? 
These issues and more will be part of the LWVUS study on the privatization of government services to begin later this year. If you wish to be part of this interesting study please contact Chris Angle, 303-770-0814, mcangle@comcast.net. It promises to be an eye opener. 


	LWVUS REPORTS

	Voter suppression, or attempts tighten the requirements citizens need to vote, are being considered  or passed by many states throughout the U.S. This, as LWVUS President, Elisabeth MacNamara, reported in a recent letter to league members, “will possibly impact the number of qualified voters in the 2010 Presidential Election. Requiring voter ID, limits on third party voter registration drives, eliminating election day registration and curtailing early voting are all measures that have been proposed or passed in a disturbing number of states this year. Coupled with dramatic budget cuts which are closing driver’s license offices and rural post offices, democracy is growing increasingly unsafe for the nation.”

The national league has been monitoring these events and Elisabeth participated in a NPR show, “On Point,” featuring a program on voter suppression. While Colorado has traditionally been a “voter friendly” state there is discussion about requiring voter ID’s and other similar programs that could impede many voters from exercising their right to vote. 

In April we will be discussing “voter suppression” as part of our unit meeting process. In the meantime, learn what our state does and monitor any “voting rights” proposals that may arise during the upcoming Legislative year. 

	
	
	SECONDARY HEADER

	MANAGEMENT TEAM NOTES
At the September meeting, members discussed the status of the LWVAC web site, the program calendar for next year, and the upcoming November meetings. Members also reviewed this fall’s voter service efforts, and the current membership renewal drive plans.  

.
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The League of Women of Voters of Arapahoe County
5776 S. Crocker Street

Littleton, Colorado  80120

303-730-2356
            www.lwvarapahoe.org
email: lwvarapahoeinfo@gmail.com
        LWVAC MANAGEMENT TEAM

Chris Angle
Program Point Person/Key Contact
303-779-0814
mcangle@comcast.net
Deb Armbruster

Program Point Person/Public Programs

303-770-5505
darmbr@aol.com
Barbara Dungey
Secretary
720-253-6629
barbara.b.dungey@gmail.com
Marilyn Ayers,

Treasurer

303-471-8301

mk303@comcast.net
Charlotte Faris
Membership Point Person

303-690-8466

faris18603@comcast.net
Marlu Burkamp

PR/Communications Point Person

303-798-2939

marluburkamp@gmail.com
Karen Hart

Voter Services Point Person

720-234-5303

larkspurkaren@hotmail.com 

Mary Power, 

Social Point Person 

303-346-2713

m2power@comcast.net
Fern Black, Member At-Large

303-793-0807
blackwatch5@hotmail.com
Julie Beekhuizen, Member At-Large

303-738-0926
jbeekhui@aol.com
	
	Mission
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Join Us 
Join the League to help make your community a strong safe and vibrant place to live. Help shape the important issues that affect you and your family. 

Memberships are $60 per individual; $85 for households and $25 for students. For more information call  Charlotte Faris, 303-690-8466

faris18603@comcast.net
League Links
League of Women Voters/Colorado

1410 Grant, B-204

Denver, Colorado 80203

303-863-0437 or 1-800-863-8683

info@lwvcolorado.org
www.lwvcolorado.org
League of Women Voters/US
1730 M Street NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20036-4508

202-429-1965

lwv@lwv.org
www.lwv.org



If you value the information you have received from League and want to continue receiving this information please continue your support Just fill out the “quickie” form below and send it on. 








