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OCTOBER UNIT MEETINGS

The education saga continues.  This month a different team of League members will talk about the funding of public education, equity issues, and early childhood education. Discussion will include historical precedents, current funding and possible options for the future. For the most part, Local Education Agencies (LEA) budgets receive less than 10% in federal education monies, yet federal government contributes significantly to the rules on how the funding is used. Should these rules be modified or changed? Most school budgets are also funded through local property taxes, state money and other fees, but whether this provides local districts with enough funding and resources to give all students a basic education is another question. So what does equity in public education mean and how should federal government funding be allocated to meet the equity challenge.  Voice your opinions at the October unit meetings. 

Monday, October 10, 2011                                     Thursday, October 13, 2011 

5:30 p.m. @ Garcia’s Restaurant                        9:15 a.m. @ Castlewood Library

5050 S. Syracuse Street                                         6739 S. Uinta Street
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NOVEMBER PREVIEW

Two events are on tap for November. The first, on the next page, is a public program on Fracking, at 6:30 p.m.November 2nd at Koelbel Library. The other event is an all member meeting Thursday, November 17 to discuss the final consensus questions on the role of the federal government in public education AND a social with wine and snacks. More details to follow. 

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ARAPAHOE COUNTY 
AND THE ARAPAHOE LIBRARY DISTRICT PRESENT A

PROGRAM ON

FRACKING

PLEASE JOIN US TO HEAR

David Neslin, Director of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission
Byron Gale, Vice President, Environmental Health and Safety, Encanca Oil & Gas (USA)

Charlie Montgomery, Energy Organizer, Colorado Environmental Coalition 

Explore the issues and answer your questions about the practice of fracking (hydraulic fracturing), a method used to release gas from the ground. Topics will include:

· What is fracking and why and when is it used in Colorado?

· What are the potential problems and environmental consequences that

may arise from fracking operations?

· What operational and design safeguards are being used to avoid these 
      problems?

· What are the current rules regarding fracking and do we need regulations
 that are more stringent?

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

6:30 p.m.

Koelbel Public Library
5955 S. Holly Street 

Centennial, Colorado 
Free and open to the public but registration is required. Call the Arapahoe Library District, 303.542.7279. Forum information: 303.798.2939.
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 Join the League. Women & Men Welcome: 303.690.8466
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MEMBERSHIP BRIEFINGS

Welcome to new members Jan Finney, Sandy Blackstone, Barbara Barlow and Wanda Ramey. Jan is president of her Home Owners Association and is a retired administrator for the Colorado Department of Human Services. Sandy is a retired attorney with background in energy and natural resource law. She served as Deputy Director of the Bureau of Land Management in Washington DC, and as a law professor at DU. Wanda is a former business owner (Mortgage Banker), a member of the Missions & Outreach Committee at Hope United Methodist Church, a former member of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce and the Aurora Board of Realtors, and has worked with the Salvation Army, Coalition for the Homeless. Barbara was a member of the Board of the League of Women Voters –Shaker Heights, Ohio for three years and worked with a League-motivated group to research and write a Code of Ethics for the new Cuyahoga County Ohio government last year. She also has a doctorate in Applied Linguistics from Boston University.    
October is also membership renewal month and letters have been sent to those whose membership is due. We hope you will join us in renewing your membership to the LWVAC as we value your support. To say your membership is important to us is an understatement. Many members chose to attend programs and join discussion and study groups. Others may choose to support League only through their annual dues. The level of participation is up to you, but whether you participate or just receive our information, your membership contribution is vitally important to the success of our efforts, so please continue your support.  

Here’s an example: 
Successful Summer Lunch Program for Kids 
This spring, the March unit meeting featured speakers from Hunger Free Colorado and the Campaign to end Childhood Hunger. They talked about current programs designed to serve this need, what populations are still underserved, what the impact is on our lives and what still remains to be done in Arapahoe and Douglas counties. The facts were startling. 
So starling that LWVAC member, Susan Meeker, initiated, with the help of Zonta Club, a free summer lunch program during June to serve children in the South Elementary School area at Centennial Park in Castle Rock. With the help of volunteers, Susan enrolled families who lived in the area, The lunches were made by the Douglas County School Food Service Authority and packed in coolers to take to the park. More than 200 lunches were served to children ranging in age from 2 – 18. After lunch a variety of activities were held including yoga, storytelling, Zhumba dancing and other programs developed by the town of Castle Rock. The program was also directed by the Colorado Department of Education Nutrition Unit in cooperation with Hunger Free Colorado. 

Susan is looking forward to serving more children next summer but says it was the LWVAC program that opened her eyes. “It all started with League.”
Thanks Susan, We applaud your efforts and wish you the best for next year.
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YES  ON  1A
The LWVAC Management Team voted last week to support, as a league, Arapahoe County’s ballot issue 1A which calls for the extension of the County’s open space tax to December 31, 2023.

The original tax, which began January 1, 2004, is a dedicated sales and use tax that costs individuals one quarter of one percent (0.25%) on every $100 purchase. It has generated approximately $18 million per year and is used to preserve open space and natural areas, protect wildlife habitat, enhance parks, sports fields, picnic facilities and trails, protect lands that preserve water quality, protect views and vistas, preserve agricultural and ranch lands and enhance heritage areas.   

Of the funds generated by the tax, 50% is given back to cities and towns to for their parks, trails and open space, and 50% is retained by the County for open space acquisition and trail development, grants, preservation of designated heritage sites, maintenance and administration. 
Since 2004, over $66+ million has been given to communities for open space, parks and trails. The program is governed by a seven member Citizen Volunteer Advisory Board appointed by the Arapahoe County Commissioners.

Additional information and a list of projects and funding can be found by going to www.co.arapahoe.co.us and accessing the 2011 Community Open Space Guide.

Note: The Management team’s decision is based on our local position under the Land Use & Development category. The position states that LWVAC supports “Aesthetic and environmental considerations in planning and zoning, including acquisition of land for an adequate system of parks, recreation facilities, green belts and open space to meet the needs of the people of Arapahoe County.”
NEWS & ANOUNCEMENTS 
League Day

From my count, 11 LWVAC members attended the LWVCO’s League Day, September 24, at the Holiday Inn in Denver. You will read all about it in the fall issue of the state newsletter, but here’s a few notes. Jeannette Hillery explained how the state is preparing its new study on fracking  (slowly); former LWVUS President, Carolyn Jefferson Jenkins, gave the history of the role of the federal government in public education; Gerry Cummins explained proposition 103 and why LWVCO is taking a neutral position; Lorez Meinhold from the governor’s office talked about health reform and Colorado’s Insurance Exchange and Jeffrey Roberts, analyst for the Center for Colorado’s Economic Future at the University of Denver, gave a rather bleak picture of Colorado’s fiscal future.  Also members from the Estes Park, Larimer County and Arapahoe Leagues gave short talks about special activities their respective Leagues are doing. 
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Lunch Bunch

Another good lunch and great talk awaits you when the LWVAC lunch bunch meets Friday, October 21 at 11:30 a.m. at the Elephant Bar, 8121 E. Arapahoe Rd. Plan on it.  
Proposition 103 Ballot Pamphlet 
We still have the non-partisan ballot pamphlets explaining the pros and cons of proposition 103 available for league members. Call if you need some for other community organizations, neighbors and friends. 

Merci, Danke, Arigato, Gracias, Thanks
A note was sent to all members acknowledging the efforts of the many leaguers who helped with the LWVAC sponsored candidate forums and the debate on Proposition 103, so I won’t list them here.  But a special thanks to Karen Hart for chairing the project and coordinating all the candidates and locations. And to those who helped, many, many thanks. 

LWVUS Privatization Study 
Various materials for the LWVUS’s Privatization of Government Services set for early Spring is now on the national web site, www.lvw.org. The purpose of this study is to identify the parameters and policy issues to be considered with proposals to transfer federal, state or local government services, assets and/or functions to the private sector.” 
Some reading materials and other information is also on the web site, so take a look and see if you would be interested in joining the committee to work on this issue. Contact Chris Angle, 303-770-0814 mcangle@comcast.net
MANAGEMENT TEAM NOTES
Set a temporary calendar of events for the 2012 league year; reviewed September’s unit meeting discussions; noted various needs for the upcoming candidate forums; discussed ballot pamphlet distribution, received reports on the upcoming debate on proposition 103 and the November 2nd program on fracking; discussed the membership renewal program, and reviewed the LWVAC non-partisan policy.  
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     The League of Women of
                        Voters of Arapahoe County
                5776 S. Crocker Street

                   Littleton, Colorado  80120

                          303-730-2356

            www.lwvarapahoe.org
email: lwvarapahoeinfo@gmail.com
        LWVAC MANAGEMENT TEAM

Chris Angle
Program Point Person/Key Contact
303-779-0814
mcangle@comcast.net
Deb Armbruster

Program Point Person/Public Programs

303-770-5505
darmbr@aol.com
Barbara Dungey
  Secretary
  720-253-6629
  barbara.b.dungey@gmail.com
Marilyn Ayers,

Treasurer

303-471-8301

mk303@comcast.net
Charlotte Faris
Membership Point Person

303-690-8466

faris18603@comcast.net
Marlu Burkamp

PR/Communications Point Person

303-798-2939

marluburkamp@gmail.com
Karen Hart

Voter Services Point Person

720-234-5303

larkspurkaren@hotmail.com 

Mary Power, 

Social Point Person 

303-346-2713

m2power@comcast.net
Fern Black, Member At-Large

303-793-0807
blackwatch5@hotmail.com
Julie Beekhuizen, Member At-Large

303-738-0926
jbeekhui@aol
	Mission
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Join Us 
Join the League to help make your community a strong safe and vibrant place to live. Help shape the important issues that affect you and your family. 

Memberships are $60 per individual; $85 for households and $25 for students. For more information call  Charlotte Faris, 303-690-8466

faris18603@comcast.net
League Links
League of Women Voters/Colorado

1410 Grant, B-204

Denver, Colorado 80203

303-863-0437 or 1-800-863-8683

info@lwvcolorado.org
www.lwvcolorado.org
League of Women Voters/US
1730 M Street NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20036-4508

202-429-1965

lwv@lwv.org
www.lwv.org



