	[image: image1.png]



	THE LEAGUE

OF WOMEN VOTERS®
OF ARAPAHOE COUNTY


The Voter

SEPTEMBER 2011





                 MEMBERSHIP: 74
	           IN THIS ISSUE
     September Unit Meetings 
     Fall Preview

     Proposition 103

     Membership Briefings

     News & Announcements

     LWVUS News

     Management Team Notes 

        IMPORTANT DATES 
     September 7, 2011
      Lunch Bunch

      11:30 a.m. @ Macaroni Grill

      4590 Arapahoe Rd. 

      September 8, 2011

      Unit Meeting: The Role of Federal

        Government in Public Education

      9:15 a.m. @ Castlewood Library 
      6739 S. Uinta Street

      September 12, 2011

      Unit Meeting: The Role of Federal

         Government in Public Education 

      5:30 p.m. @ Garcia’s Mexican Restaurant

      5050 S. Syracuse St. 

      September 17, 2011

      LWVAC Vote Center PR Tables

      10 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

      Koelbel & Smoky Hill Libraries

      September 19, 2011 
      Management Team Meeting 
      6:30 p.m. @ TBA

      September 24, 2011

       LWVCO League Day     

       8:30 a.m.- 3 p.m. @ Holiday Inn

       455 S. Colorado Blvd.  

 
	SEPTEMBER ALWAYS BEGINS WITH A BANG!
It starts innocently enough with a lunch bunch on the 7th, followed by two unit meetings on part I of the national League’s study on the role of the federal government in public education. That’s followed by a day at two libraries to help promote the new Arapahoe County vote center concept for this year’s election, plus candidate forums for Littleton, Aurora, and Englewood City Council candidates, a management team meeting, and last, but not least, League Day on September 24th. 

Detailed information on all events, especially the candidate forums, are inside.  Also attached is the registration form for League Day and some reading materials for the September unit meetings. 

In the meantime here’s a few questions to ponder.. 
What should the role of the federal government be in public education?
Should a common set of learning standards be mandated to receive federal funding?

Should there be a national assessment aligned with the common standards?

What role should the national assessment consortia play in student evaluations?

Hmm. Weighty questions indeed.  Attend the September 

unit meetings to learn more and share your opinions. 
      A
                        


SEPTEMBER UNIT MEETINGS

Is Equal Opportunity to learn an American Dream

Or just a pipe dream?

In the next three months, Leagues across the country will be meeting to discuss this very question. The national LWVUS is asking league members to study, discuss and reach consensus on the role of the federal government in public education, specifically the educational standards public schools should meet (common core standards) and the various funding sources public schools receive to provide an equitable education for all. 

Why is this so important to League members now?   

The United States has changed dramatically since the early debates on public schools. The responsibility for education for the “common good” shifted from mainly local control to state control. Now, in 2011, attention is coming from the federal government and national organizations to impact and control standards.  

Congress is currently in a debate and stalemate over the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). This act was reauthorized as “No Child Left Behind” (NCLB) in 2011. Major issues include the purpose and role of the federal government in public education. 

As League does not have a specific position on this issue, LWV members at the 2010 convention requested a national study to ascertain our opinions. These opinions (our consensus) will help form a national advocacy position upon which local, state and the national league can act. 

At the September unit meetings you will be given a brief history of the federal government’s involvement in public education and learn about and discuss the Common Core standards. You will also be asked to consider six related consensus questions that center around national standards, tests, and curriculum.  The education study will also be the focus of our October and November unit meetings. Please see the Fall Preview section on page three for these details. 
We know this may seem a bit much, but this is a very important issue. Education, and educational standards, affect all of us in one way or another. Some believe the United States is inferior to the educational systems offered in other countries and believe common standards should be set.  Others believe in limiting the current role of the federal government. 

The committee formed to study this issue and present it to us, consists of people in the educational field and other professions. They have been working all summer sifting through reams of information and organizing it for discussion. Members include Chris Angle, Lois Knight, Barbara Schulmister, Ann Reck, Sandee Quick, Marcia Stevens and Fern Black.

For Locations & times of the September unit meetings see page one. 
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FALL PREVIEW

Unit Meetings

In October we continue with the role of the federal government in public education by exploring equity in education and discussing several consensus questions related to equity and funding guidelines. This will also include competitive grants and the meaning of the “common good.”

On November 17 we will all come together over wine and snacks to discuss our final major consensus questions. They will build on the past two meetings and address the current and future role of the federal government in public education. Additional information will be sent to you prior to the October and November unit meetings. 
Vote Center Information 

As previously mentioned, Arapahoe County is implementing a Vote Center program this year which will replace the traditional neighborhood polling places. Instead of operating 197 polling places with voting machines and election judges, there will be 17 Vote Centers situated at convenient locations throughout the county.  This will enable you to vote at any center convenient to where you work, live or shop. Approximately 150-180-poll workers will be hired to work this election. 
To help publicize this effort, LWVAC has offered to promote the new concept and distribute information at our candidate forums and speaking engagements as well as staff vote center information tables at the Koelbel and Smoky Hill libraries, Saturday, September 17, 2011.  Volunteers are needed to distribute literature, maps and answer questions. If interested contact Marlu   Burkamp, 303-798-2939, marluburkamp@gmail.com.
PS:  If you wish more information about the new program, give Marlu a call. 

Candidate Forums 
Voter Services chair, Karen Hart, has been extremely busy contacting city clerks and other organizations to establish League related candidate forums for the various city council elections in Arapahoe County. As all political activity starts at the local level, it is incumbent upon us to meet and learn more about our representatives, so please note the forum that reflects your residential area and plan to attend.  Here’s the line up so far: 
· Littleton City Council Candidate Forum

Thursday, September 22  @ 6 p.m.
Community Room, Littleton City Center

 2255 W. Berry Avenue, Littleton 

· Aurora Mayoral Candidate Forum 

Monday, September 19  @ 7 p.m.
City Council Chambers, Aurora Municipal Building

5151 E. Alameda Parkway, Aurora

Sponsors: LWVAC & Aurora Councilwoman, Rene Peterson
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· Aurora City Council & Mayoral Candidate Forum 

Tuesday, September 27 @  6-10 p.m..

City Council Chambers, Aurora Municipal Building
       5151 E. Alameda Parkway, Aurora 

`
       Taping by Aurora TV Channel 8. Public invited to participate. 

            Sponsors: Aurora Chamber of Commerce, Aurora Sentinel, Aurora Business &

            Professional Woman, LWVAC & the Aurora Election Commission. 

· Englewood City Council Candidate Forum

 Wednesday, September 28 @ 6 p.m.
 Community Room, Englewood Municipal Building

             1000 Englewood Parkway, Englewood
      Centennial City Council Candidate Forum 

             Wednesday, October 5 @ 6 p.m.
            Community Room, Centennial Municipal Building

            13133 E. Arapahoe Rd., Centennial 

Ballot Issue
There will be one ballot issue on the November ballot: Proposition 103. To this end
the State League is preparing a mini pamphlet explaining the issue and the pros and cons. It will to be ready by League Day, September 24. LWVAC will be ordering pamphlets to distribute throughout the community and at candidate forums, and may be asked to speak to groups regarding this issue. If you wish to participate in a speaker’s bureau, please call Marlu Burkamp, 303-798-2939, marluburkamp@gmail.com.  We’re also planning a pro and con debate on the issue for Oct. 4th but it is still in the planning stages. More on that later. 
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  LWVCO & Proposition 103
The state league has decided to take a neutral position on this ballot issue. That means that the state league and its local affiliates will not, as an organization, actively campaign for or against this issue. The reasons as summarized from the LWVCO August newsletter are:  

· The decision was a tough call as League advocates adequate funding for education and realizes something needs to be done. However, when considering the potential impact of this proposition and other areas of need – in the event the economy does not improve next year – the League faces a conflict in that we also support help for the poor, adequate medical care, mental health assistance and much needed improvements to the state’s infrastructure. 
· If the economy does not improve, there is the potential for even a greater battles for funds
for other needs in the general fund. LWVCO supported Amendment 23. While it generally created better funding for education than would have otherwise occurred, it helped to create funding disparities in other areas. In the broad view, LWV advocates for good government, and continuing to govern Colorado’s fiscal concerns by ballot issue is treading a slippery slope. 

Please note that League members, as always, are encouraged to act as individual citizens in       expressing their views and their votes. Also as many leagues may be providing speakers for this this issue we will continue to provide a balanced and well informed outline of this proposal.  

MEMBERSHIP BRIEFINGS
Welcome to new member, Barbara Shannon Banister. Barbara is the Chief of Aurora’s Community Relations Division, part of an coordinated effort to integrate the city’s culturally diverse population. She is also founder of the Metro Community Provider Network, which operates healthcare clinics for people without insurance, and oversees the Aurora Veteran’s Affairs Commission.  
Congratulations to Charlotte Faris and Deb Armbruster on their recent service awards. Charlotte was the recipient of the Adlai Stevenson Award at the Arapahoe Democrats Pat Schroeder dinner. The award is given to an individual for outstanding service to the Democratic Party. Recipients are chosen by the previous award winners and the announcement is kept secret until the dinner. 

Deb was one of seven League member from throughout Colorado who was named Colorado Leaguer of the Year by the LWVCO at its May state convention. Deb lead a coalition of groups in Arapahoe County to oppose Amendments 60, 61 and 101 in 2010. The campaign included development of campaign literature, literature drops, issue forums and speakers bureau presentations. The amendments were defeated state-wide. 

Our condolences to Edee Worth on the death of her husband. We also extend best wishes to Mary Alyce Behrns who is undergoing treatment for breast cancer. 

Please note that we are happy to highlight special recognition or awards received by our League members from any political or community organization. If you have such news, or other items about our members that may be shared in this newsletter please let us know. Thanks. 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lunch Bunch 
The next lunch bunch will be September 7 at 11:30 a.m. at Macaroni Grill, 5490 Arapahoe Rd. across from Castlewood Library. Now at the start of our second year, this is a chance to meet new leaguers and renew former acquaintances and talk about whatever comes to mind. As always everyone is welcome. 

Membership Renewal alert:  Our membership renewal drive begins this October so your continued support will be greatly appreciated. Whether you just contribute your dues or actively participate, we value your membership. Letters and renewal forms will be mailed to your house during October. 
LWVCO League Day 
The annual popular event is planned for Saturday, September 24 from 8:30 a.m.- 3 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Select Denver, 455 S. Colorado Blvd., Denver. Registration fee is $32 per person and covers meeting room, lunch, conference materials and morning refreshments. Topics include the LWVCO Fracking Study; the LWVUS study on the Role of the Federal Government in Public Education; an explanation of proposition 103 and LWVCO’s rational to remain neutral on the issue; information about Health Reform & Colorado’s Insurance Exchange; local league successes, and a talk about Colorado’s Fiscal future and Recommendations for Action. 
Deadline to register is Friday, September 15. A registration form is in a separate attachment with this newsletter. Please note all the interesting speakers and topics, and plan to attend. 
Parking note: there are two parking areas at the hotel. As you face the front of the hotel, there is a ramp to the right of the entrance that goes up to a smaller parking area. On the left there is a ramp going down to a large underground area. 
LWVCO Board Meetings

The state board meetings are open to all League members. All are held on Saturdays, 
9:30 a.m.– 1. p.m., on October 15, December 10, February 11, and March 10th.  The May Board meeting will be held Friday morning in Pueblo, prior to the LWVCO Council.  
An update on Redistricting & Reapportionment in Colorado
The Colorado State Reapportionment Commission is almost finished holding 25 meetings throughout the state to ascertain opinions and comments about its preliminary House and Senate District plans. Those plans, which are very interesting, can be found at www.colorado.gov/reapportionment. You will be surprised to see all the proposed changes, including areas where you may live.  A final plan will be filled with the Colorado Supreme Court October 7, with final arguments in November. A final approval by the Court is expected December 14. This will give the County clerks just a few weeks to put together precinct caucus lines prior to the February 7th caucuses.  

As you may have seen in recent Denver Post articles, plans for redrawing the Colorado U.S. Congressional Districts are generating much discussion among Colorado’s political parties and their legal representatives. This will go to the Denver District Court on October 17. The courts will then ultimately decide the new district boundaries. This is the second time in 20 years that the redistricting process has gone to the courts. In 2000 and 2010 the Colorado legislature was unable to agree on a plan to draw the Congressional District lines.
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LWVUS NEWS
Clean Air Promise
As previously mentioned in an email sent to you this summer, the LWVUS has helped launch a citizen’s campaign to protect our air quality. The Clean Air Promise is a program that encourages everyone to make a promise to protect the air, send a message to Congress and, if they wish, tell a story about the effects of not so clean air in their community. This will also be accompanied by a national advertising effort. Go to www.peoplenotpollutors.org
and investigate the site. And sign up for the promise! 
Another LWVUS Study on the Way
And you thought you could relax. The second national study, requested by members at the LWVUS’s convention in 2010, concerns the study on Privatization of Government services, assets and functions, and the impact on local communities. “The purpose of this study is to identify the parameters and policy issues to be considered with proposals to transfer federal, state or local government services, assets and/or functions to the private sector. It will review the goals and the community impact of such transfers, and identify strategies to ensure transparency, accountability and preservation of the common good.”

The timeline is November 2011 through May 2012. As usual, the LWVUS will provide  suggested reading lists as well as a history and background on privatization, a glossary of terms, legal issues to be considered, and case studies of successful and unsuccessful privatizing efforts.  
Actually, this really sounds extremely interesting. Think of all the governmental services that could be privatized. Would it cost more? Be more effective? Increase efficiency?  I think the U.S. Postal Service is privatized. Did this action help or hinder? Interested? Contact Chris Angle, 303-770-0814 mcangle@comcast.net
MANAGEMENT TEAM NOTES
At the Management Team Retreat, August 6th, team members reviewed management team assignments and responsibilities, set the team’s monthly meeting dates and reviewed the treasurer’s year-end report. The team also reviewed the program committee suggestions for the 2011-2012 League year and set the program calendar to reflect these dates. As the LWVUS’s dates for its privatization study were not, as yet, available, team members decided to print a program calendar listing only the firm dates for 2011. Once additional schedules are finalized, a second calendar will be sent January, 2012.  Team members also discussed a  proposed grant to the state league for $1,500; the state league decision to end the Douglas County’s MAL status; the Arapahoe County Vote Center program, and an update on the 2011 candidate forums. The reminder of the day was spent reviewing voter service needs for the 2012 election season. 
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     The League of Women of
                        Voters of Arapahoe County
                5776 S. Crocker Street

                   Littleton, Colorado  80120

                          303-730-2356

            www.lwvarapahoe.org
email: lwvarapahoeinfo@gmail.com
        LWVAC MANAGEMENT TEAM

Chris Angle
Program Point Person/Key Contact
303-779-0814
mcangle@comcast.net
Deb Armbruster
Program Point Person/Public Programs

303-770-5505
darmbr@aol.com
Barbara Dungey
  Secretary
  720-253-6629
  barbara.b.dungey@gmail.com
Marilyn Ayers,
Treasurer

303-471-8301

mk303@comcast.net
Charlotte Faris
Membership Point Person

303-690-8466

faris18603@comcast.net
Marlu Burkamp
PR/Communications Point Person

303-798-2939

marluburkamp@gmail.com
Karen Hart

Voter Services Point Person
720-234-5303
larkspurkaren@hotmail.com 
Mary Power, 
Social Point Person 

303-346-2713

m2power@comcast.net
Fern Black, Member At-Large
303-793-0807
blackwatch5@hotmail.com
Julie Beekhuizen, Member At-Large

303-738-0926
jbeekhui@aol.com

	Mission
The League of Women Voters, a  nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Join Us 
Join the League to help make your community a strong safe and vibrant place to live. Help shape the important issues that affect you and your family. 

Memberships are $60 per individual; $85 for households and $25 for students. For more information call  Charlotte Faris, 303-690-8466

faris18603@comcast.net
League Links
League of Women Voters/Colorado

1410 Grant, B-204

Denver, Colorado 80203

303-863-0437 or 1-800-863-8683

info@lwvcolorado.org
www.lwvcolorado.org
League of Women Voters/US
1730 M Street NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20036-4508

202-429-1965

lwv@lwv.org
www.lwv.org
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PROPOSITION 103








An initiated amendment to the Colorado Statues, which would add a new section to increase the state sales tax and state income tax for a period of five years to fund public education.





Major Provisions


Increases state income tax from 4.63% to 5% for five years beginning January l, 2012


Increases the state sales tax from 2.9% to 3% for five years beginning January 2, 2012


Provides that all new revenue be applied to the costs of public education for preschool through 12th grade and for public higher education.





Background


State Income tax is the primary source of state revenue. All households and corporations pay state income tax. Prior to 2000, the state income tax was 5%. 





Prior to 2000 the state sales tax was 3%. State sales tax is applied to most items purchased in Colorado, except food from grocery stores, prescription drugs, electricity and heat. Many local governments also have local sales taxes on items, however, they may differ from the exemptions offered by the state. Local tax rates are not affected by this proposal.  














